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MOVING? 


Be Sure To Take Us With You!!! 


The Affirmation Newsletter is printed 
four times a year. Deadline for the Fall 
issue is on August 1. All articles must 
be received by this date in order to be 
printed in this Fall issue. Opinions and 

comments are welcome. 
Mailing address is: 
Affirmation Newsletter 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, Illinois 60204 


Affix old mailing label here 
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Laman nwwnenneunend 


Editor Assistant Editor 
David L. Gunnell 


L] Affirmation CJ Open Hands 


Judy Hicks 


Evanston, Illinois 


Name Evanston, Illinois 


Address 


Mail to: 
Affirmation 
P.O. Box 1021 — 
Evanston, Illiniois 60204 


Spokespersons 


as a Randy Miller 


Coordinating 
Committee 


Marcia K. Knight Maggie Roe 


TT 


Washington, DC 


Gloria B. Soliz 


San Matco, Califomia 


Andy Miller 


Tim Tyner 


Winston-Salem, North Carolina 


Annette Oliver Anonymous Member 


Dallas, Texas 


Individuals whose names appear in this 

: newsletter reflect the diversity among all God's 
Kansas City, Kansas people. Some are Christian, while others are 
not. Some are gay/lesbian persons, while 
others are not. 


Chicago, Illinois 
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Affirmation: United Methodistfpphesbianand eo (eenieans 
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Welcome Two New Groups 
Affirmation welcomes two new groups to t by RATIO 
Affirmation family; both new fellowships ar mE W UNIVERSH TY 
cated in the North Central Jurisdiction and will i 

be called Affirmation: Columbus (Ohio) and Af- LIBR 

firmation: Sheboygan County (Wisconsin). 


) » 
The Columbus group is the first formal local Af- ay 
firmation group in Ohio. [However, Central 

United Methodist Church of Toledo is a Recon- es 
ciling Congregation (RC), a church that ac- 

cepts homosexual persons as full church 


members.] The Columbus group has 8 charter 
members who welcome new folks on the 
second and fourth Fridays of the month at : ; 
7:00 p.m. For further information, call Gates-Fourth United Methodist Church at 
Affirmation:Sheboygan County joins Affirmation: Madison as the second fellowship in Wisconsin. 
This group plans to make itself more visible at the 1989 Wisconsin Annual Conference in June. The 
goal at the Annual Conference is to provide more information about the Reconciling Congregation 
Program by showing the RC video, "Casting Out 


Fear," and by staffing a book table at the Con- 
ference. For more information, call this group at a at —— 


‘ealesegaleg} | 
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[Credit ior this story goes to Mid-Atlantic Affirmation; major portions were taken from the Mid-Atlantic Newsletter. Thanks, Editor.] 


The roots of National Affirmation go back to a meeting that was held at the Edgehill UMC in Nashville, 
TN around the time of the Atlanta General Conference in 1972. There were some homophobic actions 
at the 1972 General Conference and a number of people felt that something must be done to educate 
the church about the lesbians and gay men who were affected by the actions of the United Methodist 
Church. Some of the key persons present at that meeting were: Gene Leggett, Michael Collins, Morris 
Floyd, and Doug Brandt. Initially, the group called itself “G.U.M.” which stood for Gay United 
Methodists; aren't we glad for the name change? 

Work was started on organizing for the 1976 General Conference. What would be done? Who would do 
it? And how could we gather other persons to support the cause? Could we count on the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action (MFSA)? Were there friends in the Women’s Division of the UMC? 

At a meeting in Chicago in 1976, some basic issues were laid out....the name of the organization would 
be: “Affirmation/United Methodists for Lesbian and Gay Concerns." There would be a newsletter to link 
folks together and work would be done on ledielation at General Conference. The group would also 
meet twice a year (in the spring and in the fall) to plan, take care of business, and just learn to take care 
of one another. [please tum to page 3] 


UMC and MCC Worship 
Together as One Church 


Trinity United Methodist Church and the Gold- 
en Gate Metropolitan Community Church of 
San Francisco, are conducting joint worship 
services. The United Methodist church has 203 
members while the Metropolitan Community 
Church (MCC) has 150 members. This is the 
first known joint adventure. There are other 
United Methodist churches that have special 
joint services with MCC. These churches share 
or rent their church building to the MCC, but 
nore are known to have continual joint ser- 
vices. 


UMC + UFMCC=1C 


~~. 
— 


Affirmation Fall Meeting Held in Windy City 


The National Fall Affirmation meeting will be 


~ held at Hemenway United Methodist Church (the 


newest RC), Evanston, IL, a suburb just north of 
Chicago, on Sept. 15-17. The meeting's main 
theme and title is "Envisioning Our Future.” Part 
of the agenda will be taken from the document 
that the Long Range Planning Committee has 


_been working on with local Affirmation groups. 


Study and discussion of Affirmation’s goals and 
purpose will be part of this theme. 


The registration form is on the back page of this 
newsletter and is due by Sept. 1, 1989. For further 
information, write 
Affirmation/Chicago 
Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 


or call Otis Thompson at or Jan 
Olson at 


Send in your registration form now. Don't miss 
out on our trek to the future in the windy city. 


Family Reunion Cancelled 


The Family Reunion will not be held this year. 
The committee had scheduling problems with 
the campground where the Family Reunion 
was planned. Some of the members feel that it 
was a case of homophobia, while others 
believe that tt was a scheduling mix up. 


The Family Reunion was originated as a alter- 
native to the National Affirmation meetings. 
This gathering is for fellowship without any busi- 
ness and committee meetings. The Family 
Reunion meets once every two years. 

The committee bids people to write and call 
each other to keep the Family Reunion force 
animated. 


Affirmation Time Line 
[from page 1] 


Gender parity, regional representation and a con- 
sensus style of doing business became the goal 
of Affirmation. The understanding of the group 
was that a consensus style of leadership allows 
everyone to offer their gifts to the group. And, 
though it takes longer, consensus does not “set- 
up" someone to be the "boss" over other people 
in Affirmation nor does it allow policy to be set 
without having broad agreement in the group. 
Empowerment of all people and group decision- 
making have become our style and belief. 
Having two national meetings a year allows Affir- 
mation to meet all around the country and allows 
for more folks to attend meetings. Issues of 
racism, sexism, ageism, homophobia, patriarchy, 
and exclusive language have been confronted in 
many different settings. Affirmation has gained 
from the many regional experiences and some- 
times the presence of a national group has 
forced local issues to surface and to be dealt 


At General Conference, Affirmation seeks to be 
an identifiable presence, to talk to delegates, to 
publish a newsletter, to be “the church,” to wit- 
ness to the needs of gay men and lesbians and 
to remind folks that we are real people. 

Randy Miller sees Affirmation as helping local 
groups realize they are part of something bigger. 
"Some local groups are quite small--two or three 
people. National Affirmation helps local Affirma- 
tion groups feel a part of a larger community, 
and to provide a vision of what their group may 
become at the local level." The national meeting 
is a great chance to feel the support and unity of 
that realization....to meet and share stories and 
engender a sense of community as gay and les- 
bian United Methodists. 

The growth of Affirmation, especially at the na- 
tional meetings, has been very good. The last 
several meetings have seen over 100 people in 
attendance. 


Our History: affirmation time line 


1972 


with. (We will share some of those stories in later 
editions of the newsletter.) 

The work of Affirmation seems to grow toward the 
General Conferences each four years and issues 
evolve out of our lives that also influence the work 
of Affirmation. The coordinating committee is set 
at 10 persons to spread the work around and take 
advantage of the talents of all committee mem- 
bers. A list of those folks is in the front of this 
newsletter. Also, Affirmation has two persons who 
are spokespersons for the group; they are Judy 
Cayot, from the San Francisco Bay Area and 
Randy Miller, from Washington, DC. They inter- 
face with the media and the United Methodist 
Church on behalf of Affirmation. 

Affirmation serves as a forum for lesbians, gay 
men, bisexuals, family and friends to share their 
journeys and experiences as Christians. Affirma- 
tion links individuals and groups around the 
country into a supportive family. Affirmation edu- 
cates the Church and addresses needs of people 
along their journey. 


3 


Over the years, Affirmation has worked at build- 
ing support for the lesbians and gay men in the 
church. It has been the goal of Affirmation to 
develop a grassroots base to see that the chan- 
ges needed in the church actually had an impact 
on the “people in the pews." The Reconciling Con- 
gregation Program was initiated in 1984 at the 
General Conference in Baltimore. When the Con- 
ference officially adopted a statement prohibiting 
the ordination of lesbians and gay men, Affirma- 
tion was ready to work in the individual churches 
from where change will spring. Mark Bowman, 
coordinator for the RC program, explained, “The 
next day, we were greeting people at the door 
and passing out flyers. 

A Reconciling Congregation is simply any United 
Methodist Church that adopts a statement wel- 
coming all people to be involved in their church. 
Statements vary from church to church, the only 
requirement being that the statements cannot be 
restrictive in the involvement they allow. General- 
ly these statements are preceded by a period of 


[please tum to page 4] 


Our History: affirmatio: 


OO 


Affirmation Time Line 1972 
[from page 3] 


considerable study, prayer and lengthy education 
on the issues with the entire congregation. 
Currently there are 38 Reconciling Congregations 
and 5 Reconciling Conferences. The move by 
these 38 congregations and Annual Conferences 
has been a huge educational experience for 
everyone in involved. There have not been any 
moves to discipline, reprimand, or pull funding for 
the churches or conferences at this date. Affirma- 
tion felt that reconciling congregations would 
bring more people into the discussions on the na- 
tional church basis to wake up the church to the 


2 ae a | 


Women Make 
Movies 

s The company, "Women Make 

Movies", has acquired two 

new documentaries augment- | 

ing the scope of the largest 

a collection of lesbian media in 

g the U.S. Vivian Schaeffer's 

5 “You Can Fight City Hall" 

(1986), and Kiki Zeldes’s 

“Lifetime Commitment: A 

Portraitof Karen | 

Thompson"(1988). These and f 7 

g other tapes, such as “Just Be- 

cause of Who We Are" (1986), & 
are suitable fora90-minute 

program looking at criticalis- § gE 

sues confronting lesbians and § 

gays today, and may be s 

rented from Women Make 

Movies, 225 Lafayette, Suite 

5 212, New York, NY 10012, 


74002 SRE BRR aee 


needs, concerns and gifts that gay men and les- 
bians bring to the church. 

The Reconciling Congregation program has an 
Advisory Committee made up of people from the 
congregations. The magazine Open Hands is 
published quarterly as a resource magazine for 
the RC program. Affirmation folks are often 
resource people (and writers) for the magazine 
and many are asked to assist congregations in 
their journey of reconciliation. Over 1,500 people 
subscribe to Open Hands which is $12.00 per 
year. A gathering for RC churches will be held in 


It has been the goal of Affirmation to 
develop a grassroots base to see 
that the changes needed in the 
church actually had an impact on 


the “people in the pews." 


San Francisco on February 16-18, 1990 entitled: 
"Renewing the Vision: Parables of Hospitality, 
Healing and Hope. 

The fall meeting of Affirmation will discuss long 
range plans for the Reconciling Congregation Pro- 
gram. 

Having two national meetings a year has peeved 
us with an opportunity to meet for spiritua 
renewal and friendship in what for many par- 
ticipants say was one of the few environments in 
which they could be open about themselves. 
Many gay and lesbian United Methodists have no 
ties to a local Affirmation group, either because 
they are in areas where there is no local group or 
because as people in the ‘closet,’ they view local 
involvement as too risky. The needs of local per- 
sons often determine the amount of activity 
generated by local Affirmation groups. 

The increasingly large numbers of attendees at 
national meetings has caused some concern 
about the process of hosting over 100 people and 
in the way that business meetings are conducted. 
It is difficult to maintain the strong sense of family 


1 time line 
SP 


and individual caring in a meeting where there is 
not enough time to speak personally with 
everyone. 

Over the past two years, Affirmation’s Long Range 
Planning Task Force has been undergoing a 
tough examination of the structure. The task is to 
plan a new representational form that will be more 
efficient, and it must still provide input from all 
geographic regions with gender parity. 

Another possible program change for the future is 
to have only one annual national meeting and 
replace the second national meeting with regional 
meetings. This might permit more people to 
economically participate in a meeting of a larger 
group. These and other issues will be discussed 
at the September meeting in Chicago. 

Brad Rymph, Washington, DC, gives us a reason 
to keep abreast of what Affirmation is doing, "If we 
are interested in denominational policies (and for 
those of us who are United Methodist, how can we 
not be’?), and in what General Conference does 
concerning issues which affect us, Affirmation is 
our only link to gays and lesbians in the denomina- 
tion at large." Affirmation has worked subtly to add 


A Reconciling Congregation is 
simply any United Methodist 
Church that adopts a statement 
welcoming all people to be in- 
volved in their church. 


another openly gay member to the General Con- 
ference Study Commission on Homosexuality; this 
re no small task in light of the tremendous opposi- 
ion. 
Affirmation continues to grow and spread around 
the country, the Reconciling Congregation Pro- 
gram Powe and is nourished by Open Hands and 
all of the Affirmation family. These things have 
been accomplished through the hard work and 
long hours of many dedicated volunteers. 
See you at the September meeting. 


Lutherans Make A 

Mission Statement 
Lutherans Concerned\North 
America (LC\NA) Board of Direc- 
tors adopted a Mission Statement 
and a Declaration of Principles. 
This document was approved by 
the delegates of their "Assembly 
88." The "Assembly" is their bien- 
nial convention that gathered in 
Toronto, Canada last year. These 
statements are titled as “A Call for 
Lia rill bed LC\NA’s co-chair 
Ralph Wushke feels that “Call For 


Repentance" will serve as impor- 
tant reference points in the struggle 
for justice for lesbian and gay 

- Lutherans in the Lutheran church 
for years to come. The statements 


were sent to all LC\NA chapters, all 
Lutheran bishops, and to all 
"Reconciled in Christ" congrega- 
tions. The "Reconciled in Christ’ is 
a program of congregations that 
State they accept homosexuals as 
full church members. Currently, 
there are 41 congregations that 
have adopted this program. Rev. 
Kathy Crary, co-chair of LC\NA, is 
concerned about the "Reconciled in 
Christ" program. She feels that with 
the merger of various former im- 
migrant national church synods into 
the newly developed Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, there is a chance 
that some bishops might take dis- 
ciplinary action against pastors 
and/or congregations. 


Church of Canada Boycotted 


_ HELP WANTED 
The Financial Development Committee is 
looking at various ways to raise funds for 
Affirmation. One idea is to have a whole 
life insurance plan developed and sold to 
interested Affirmation constituency. They 
are looking for an individual who would 
be able to do this project. 


The committee is also 
looking for a financial 
planner who would offer 
services to Affirmation 
members in writing wills, 
trusts, and bequests. 


lf you are interested in aie 


helping in one or both of 
these projects, please 
contact the Financial 
Development Commit- 
tee, In care of Affirma- 
tion, PO Box 1021, 
Evanston, IL 60204. 


Those who disapprove of the United Church 
of Canada’s action “allowing" the ordination of 
homosexuals have called for a boycott in con- 
tributions to the church body’s Mission and 
Service Fund, which apparently has proved 
somewhat successful. Contributions to the 
fund were down from the previous year, the 
first such occurrence in over ten years. 

-from The Christian Century, March, 1989 


First Episcopalian Women 
Bishop Elected Is Firml 
Committed to Gay Rights 


Bishop Barbara C. Harris of the episcopal 
Church was consecrated on February 11 as 
the first female bishop. The Church has al- 
lowed ordination of women since 1976. Her 
selection has caused some angry debates 
over her qualifications and missions. Speak- 
ing shortly before her consecration, Rev. Har- 
ris said at a Boston news conference that the 
denomination has not been “as inclusive of 
gay and lesbian people as it might have been.” 
Harris was elected in September as an assis- 
tant bishop by the Episcopal diocese of Mas- 
sachusetts. She has urged the church to 
overturn policies that exclude gays and 
women from full participation. 


OTHER NEWS from OTHER AREAS 


Dignity/Minn Fights For 
. Meeting Space 


The Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights 
rejected a complaint by the Civil Rights chap- 
ter of Dignity, an organization of gay 
Catholics, that the group was illegally dis- 
criminated against by the archdiocese of St. 
Paul-Minneapolis when it was evicted froma 
Church-owned meeting space. 

Dignity filed the grievance after Archbishop 
John Roach refused to renew the 
organization's lease at the University of 
Minnesota's Newman Center, where Dignity 
had met for more than a decade. 

Dignity said the refusal violated the city’s or- 
dinance banning discrimination against gays, 
but city officials maintained that taking action 


against the archdiocese would violate constitu- 


tional guarantees of freedom of religion. Dig- 
nity officials said they would appeal the 
department's ruling. 


Church Fires Gay Minister 


A small church in the southwest Michigan town 
of Mattawan hired a new pastor after firing its 
former minister, who had acknowledged that 
he was gay. 

Members of the First Congregational Church 
voted 62-61 in October not to renew the con- 
tract of Rev. Cyril Colonius, who had been the 
church's minister for five years. Questions 
about Colonius’s sexual orientation first sur- 
faced when church members learned that he 


had been working with an AIDS services group. 


As gossip about Colonius spread, members of 
the congregation spilt over the question on of 
renewing his contract. Colonius told church 
members he was gay before they voted on 
renewing his contract. 


Silent Protest Against Catholic 
Archbishop Whealon 


About 50 people demonstrated silently during a 
Good Friday service at St.Joseph’s Cathedral 

in Hartford, CT to protest lobbying by Catholic 
Church officials, including Hartford archbishop 
John Whealon, against a state gay-rights bill. 
The demonstrators stood up one at a time in 
their pews as Wheaton began to preach a honi- 
ly. When all the protesters were standing, they - 
formed a single file line in the center aisle and 
walked silently out of the cathedral. Each 
demonstrator carried a small lavender colored 
wooden cross with a pink triangle nailed onto it. 
Whealon said later that using “the church and 
the service for any protest [was] reprehen- 
sible.” The bill was rejected by the state house 
by a 79-71 vote in March. 


Baptist Ministers Group Gives 
nti-Gay Award to County 
Judge 


An association of Baptist ministers said it will 
give an award to a Lee County judge who 
banished from her courtroom a defendant who 
had tested positive for HIV antibodies. 

Health care workers criticized Judge Susan 
Skinner for her March 13 decision to eject the 
man, whom Skinner rebuked for not telling 
court officials that he had been exposed to the 
virus. 

"She took a stand, and we thought that was ad- 
mirable," said Rev. Richard Riley, president of 
Southwest Florida Independent Baptist Chur- 
ches, a group that represents about 35 con- 
gregations. 


1 
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Boswell Discusses Cultural Misconceptions Regarding Marriage and 
Same Sex Relationships 

In his usual good humored yet scholarly manner, Dr. Boswell suggests that our cultural misconceptions 
of what exactly marriage is have changed and expanded over several millennia. That we could do well to 
examine the history of friendship, gay and straight, as well as marriage norms, Customs and expectat- 
lons etc., if we are to understand both the celebration of single sex love relationships and their blessing 
within the Churches during and beyond the first millennium of Christianity. 
In a surprising twist of historical sleuthing, Boswell suggests that the altruism and friendship of single sex 
relationships in this period offered an alternate model and challenge to heterosexual coupling which was 
overly dominated bY patriarchal/male prope ty transfers. (e.g.: The father gives away the bride; his son- 
in-law inherits her dowry/estate; her male child inherits etc.). The relatively ’modern’ understanding of 
marriage as the free and independent consent of a man and a woman to celebrate their romantic love for 
each other had little or no recognition prior to the age of the troubadours. In no small part, the perennial 
Christian recognition of friendship/love (Christ/John; Perpetua & Felicity; Sergius & Bacchus; Gregory 
Nazianzen & Basil; Aelred & Simon; Anselm; Dante etc.) and its free and generous exchange between 
man and man, or woman and woman offered fresh insight into heterosexual union and evolution of 
mutual love and self-giving as the paradigm of Christian marriage. Such recognition actually found ritual 
expression and blessing in the service books of certain churches. Boswell offers a nuanced reading of 
these texts and while suggesting we cannot project into them many of our post Stonewall preconcep- 
tions, finds in them a perennial celebration of same sex love. 
This address was given on the behalf of Integrity at the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 
Detroit, Michigan on 6 July 1988. The video is available from Integrity, P.O. Box 19561, Washington, DC 
20036-0561. The following is a review by Theo Foros of the Communication Newsletter. 
This presentation anticipates Dr. Boswell’s forthcoming book which painstakingly researches Slavic, 
Greek and, Vatican Library manuscripts, and comes up with results! 
- from the Communication Newsletter by Theo Foros 


Lesbians Alone and Together 
The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) is sponsoring a conierence of and for lesbians on July 15- 
22 at Ferry Beach In Saco, Maine. The conference is entitled "Sappho’s Sisters - Lesblans Alone 
and Together,” and will have various workshops. 
The meeting offers lesbian women an opportunity to come together for seven days of laughter and 
learning, relaxation and revitalization. A time to be alone and time to be together. The group will be a 
diverse group of women: lovers, friends, mothers, daughters, women of color, healers, survivors, 
young and old, couples and singles. 
Rev. Rose Mary Denman, a Unitarian Universalist minister, lesbian and feminist, will be one of the five 
coordinators for this conference. Rev. Denman is now under contract to write a book about her life and 
the events of her controversial church trial with the United Methodist Church in 1987. Rose Mary, at 
that time a United Methodist ministry, was accused of living a lifestyle not approved for clergy. Her 
present ministry involves public speaking, writing, leading women’s retreats, and facilitating affirmative 
action workshops for the UUA. 
For more information about registration or questions, contact Ferry Beach Park Association, 5 Morris 
Avenue, Saco, Maine 04072. 


REGISTRATION FORM 


Envisioning Our Furture 
September 15 -17, 1989 
Chicago, Illinols 


Name Home Phone 
Address. isi‘ i et tt—i‘(iwstsCS« Nor Phhcon'lw@ 


Zip 


Please check one of the following: 


CJ | am coming to the fall Affirmation meeting in Chicago, lilinois. M istration ts enclosed. 
: isa (The deadline is September 1). 


CI cannot come to the Fall Affirmation meeting in Chicago, but | am enclosing a contribution. 
If you are coming to the Fall Affirmation meeting, please fill out the appropriate questions. 


[J 1 will need housing in a private home from to 
CJ | prefer a non-smoking home. 7 i 

C1 tam making my own housing arrangements. 

C1 tam staying in a hotel and would like information on nearby hotels. | am arrivingon 
LJ 1am driving to Chicago and will be arriving on a 


~~ Date] 
LJ thave special dietary, transportation, and/or housing concems. Please list special needs below: 


Variable Registration Fee: Student/fixed income/subsistence income $10 

(Based on Income) Up to $15,000 a year $30 
$15,000 to $30,000 a year 

$30,000 to $50,000 a year $60 

$50,000 and above a year $75 


For more Information call: Jan Olson 
or 
ots Thomson 


Send this form to: Affirmation/Chicago 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, Illinois 60204 


Deadiine for registration forms is September 1, 1989. 
All forms must be received by this date! 


Affirmation 

P.O. Box 1021 

116 Ridge Avenue 
Evanston, Illinois 
60202-1021 
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